
Boer Government acted wisely in releasing Dr. Jameson and his troopers and handing them over to the Imperial authorities for trial at home, but largely neutralized this act by proceeding rigorously against the Johannesburg conspirators, four of whom were actually sentenced to death, though the sentence was afterwards commuted to fines and terms of imprisonment. London retaliated by making a hero of Jameson, and he and his men were thought to have more than expiated their offence when they were tried and sentenced to short terms of imprisonment. The Government meanwhile had promised a strict inquiry into the whole affair, including the allegations of its own complicity, and a Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed to pursue the investigation.
This committee sat during the first six months of 1897, and finally produced a Report which denounced Rhodes and gravely censured two colonial officials in South Africa, but returned a decisive negative to the question "whether the Colonial Office officials at home had received information that could be assumed to convey a warning of the impending incursion/'    The proceedings of this committee were far from satisfactory.   Instead of taking the whole blame upon himself, Rhodes let it be known that his agents had been in constant communication with the Colonial Office before the raid, and that they had sent him a series of telegrams whicb. he had used to " support his action."    His representatives refused to produce the most important of these telegrams, and die committee took no steps to compel them to do so. It was Rhodes's case that Jameson had acted without his consent, and in so doing had " upset his apple-cart," but ho seemed to suggest that the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Chamberlain., , had. *aa equal responsibility for the conspiracy, of which in .    the original plan, the raid was to have been the climax, and the fact that the Colonial Office had sanctioned the assembling of the troops on the Transvaal border, lent colour to the suspicion.   It was in any case a fine line which divided the precautionary measure which the Colonial Office ought to have taken, if it had reason to expect trouble in the Transvaal* from the appearance of encouraging or fomenting trouble from which it ought rigidly to have held aloof; and suspicion was greatly aggravated when im the debate on the Report i&
